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PRESS RELEASE REGARDING THE INTERIM REMEDIAL ACTION FOR 881 HILLSIDE 

The Rocky Flats Cleanup Commission (RFCC), an organization comprised 
of individuals representing the peace and environmental community, has 
concerns with the Interim Remedial Action (IRA) f o r  the 881 Hillside 
Area. 
on their fifteen member board of directors: 

The RFCC has representation from the following organizations 

The Colorado Coalition for the Prevention of Nuclear War 
The Boulder Scientists 
Health Technicians for a Cleaner Colorado 
Citizens Against Rocky Flats Contamination 
National Toxics Campaign 
Sierra Club 
Committee Against Radiotoxic Pollution 
Networking Colorado 
Physicians f o r  Social Responsibility 
American Friends Service Committee 

The RFCC has been meeting for approximately one year. 
they applied f o r  a $50,000 grant from EPA and received approval in 
July. 
State of Colorado. 
public about the cleanup of Rocky Flats, a Superfund site. 
of the grant is to allow RFCC to hire technical consultants to help 
them crltlcally review public documents pertaining to the cleanup. 
The informscion would then be transmltted to the public via press 
releases, press conferences, statements at public hearings, neuslet- 
ters, and public meetings. 
citizens, but they are also professionals in their fields of law, 
engineering, environmental planning, meteorology, medicine and waste 
management. After having revieued the IRA for 881 Hillside, the RFCC 
has the following concerns: 

First of all, the public should be aware that this document 
describes the cleanup of only 12 of the 166 polluted sites at Rocky 
Flats. These sites contain cancer-causing volatile organic compounds 
and uranium tainted soils that have leached into the groundwater. 
These sites have been given priority for cleanup because the volatile 
organic compounds have percolated down to the groundwater which enters 
Woman's Creek which drains into Stanley Reservoir, the drinking water 
supply for the northern suburbs. To put this cleanup proposal in 
another perspective; it will cost approximately 96 million to construct 
and operate compared to an estimate of 51 billion to cleanup the entire 
plant site. Therefore, while the RFCC is very excited that cleanup is 
finally progressing, this action is only the tip of the iceberg; or 
should we say the tip of the trash pile. 

The public should also be aware that cleanup will take a very long time 
at the rate DOE is progressing. ?he purpose of the IRA is to begin 
cleanup on a temporary basis until a permanent solution can be agreed 
upon. Unfortunately, the temporary solution will not be operational 
until the Sprlng of 1991, about a year and a half away from nou. This 
is not acceptable. Cleanup should be accelerated at the plant. 

In January 

In June they incorporazed as a non-profit corporation in the 
The purpose of the organization is to educate the 

The purpose 

The members of RFCC are not only concerned 



Board of Directors: 
President 
Joe Tempel 
Denver 75 7-9931 
Vice-president 
Joe Goldfield, Ph.D. 
Denver 321-7276 
Secretary 
Paula Elofson-Gardine 
Arvada 420-2967 
Treasurer 
Greg Marsh 
Arvada 421-3383 
Adrienne Anderson 
Denver 333-9714 
Gale Biggs, Ph.D. 
Boulder 494-4286 
Meir Carasso, Ph.D. 
Lakewood 986-2371 
Eugene Demayo. O.D. 
Golden 042-3117 
Evan Freirich J.D. 
Boulder 444-8173 
Kim R. Grice 
Westminster 460-1212 
Sue Hurst 
Denver Y30-7295 
William Kemper, Ph.D. 
Denver 238-2148 
Ken Lichtenstein, MD 
Denver 333-3077 
Tom Rauch 
Denver 832-4508 

Rocky Flats Cleanup Commission 

1738 WVNKOOP SUITE 302 

DENVER. COLORADO 80202 

(3031 zseaoot 

It is unclear when the permanent solution for these 12 sites w i l l  be in 
place because no schedule has been produced by DOE. 
to be outlined in an Intergovernmental Agreement (IAG) which was due in 
October. 
1987 when work began on the Remedial Investigation/Feaoibility Study 
881 Hillside. 
the inadequacies in the draft reports. The following inadequacies were 
identified by the DOE Special Assignment Envrronmental Team in their 
Report entitled "Assessment of the Environmental Conditions at the 
Rocky Flats Plant", dated August 1989: 

This schedule is 

In fact the permanent solution has been under study since 

These reports have still not been completed because of 

There is inadequate background characterization for metals and 
radionuclides primarily because there was only one background 
well drilled up gradient of the site to determine what contamin- 
ation is being generated on-site versus off-site. 

There is a poorly defined extent of contamination because of the 
few number of test wells (33). 

There is inadequate quality control of testing so the data may 
not be valid. 

Therefore, DOE admits that their past studies have been flawed and that 
a permanent solution cannot be defined until one zompletely understands 
the problem. The RFCC requests that these inadequacies be corrected 
as soon as possible so that a final cleanup solution can be 
implemented. 

While the IRA proposes to contruct a french drain to collect the 
pollutants which are leaching into the groundwater, nothing is being 
proposed to cleanup the contaminated soils. 
the citizens and workers iownwind of the construction of the drain 
may be contaminated by the radioactive dust disturbed on the surface 
of the ground. The RFCC wants to revlew a Health and Safety Plan which 
describes how the workers and community will be protected during 
construction. The RFCC does not want the cleanup to create 
additional health risks to the workers and the community like that 
which was esperlenced at the Rocky Xountain Arsenal. The RFCC also 
wants adequate monitoring to be in place during contruction so that 
environmental standards are not exceeded. 

Finally, the RFCC wants to see a Community Involvement Plan which 
outlines how the community will be informed of the progress of the 
cleanup and given assurance that environmental standards are being 
met. 

The RFCC is concerned that 


